Table of Contents

(00 01 1=] | TR UP TR UPUPR 5

FOTBWOIT. ...ttt bbb 7

L INEFOTUCTION. .t 11
I1. Clay County—Arkansas’s Frontier ............ccccoeceevvieieeeeereeieeneenen, 18
Native Americans in the Mississippi Valley..........cccoveiiiiiinnn. 20
Spanish Imprints in the Future Arkansas Delta ............ccccccceeveieinennn 21
French Culture in the Delta..........cccoooviieiiiinieice e 22
Transportation—RiIVer Travel ... 23

Earthquakes Create Sunk Lands and Enlarge the Swamp ..................24

Religion—Clay COUNLY ........ccociviiiiieiece e 26
Creation of Clay COUNLY .......ccooiiiiiiienesere e 28
Railroad Debut in Northeast Arkansas...........c.ceoerenenenienenieneseneenns 30
Second Migration to Clay COUNLY ........ccoevvereiirenieieenese s 32
Clay County Homesteads in the Early Twentieth Century .................. 37
I11. Cotton Fields in Clay COUNLY .........cccoviriniiiiienc e 41
IV. Pfeiffers in PigQott.........cccoviieiiie e 62
V. Pfeiffer Farm STrUCTUIES .......ooveiieie e 89
Vernacular Architecture in the Arkansas Delta..............ccocooeviviinnnenn. 91
Pfeiffer Farm STrUCTUIES.........coveiieceee e 92
The Layout of the Farmstead ............ccccoeiieiicie i 114
V1. Pfeiffer Farming Operations...........ccooeverereninieninieeesesie e 119
The Great Depression Era, New Deal Politics, and the Drought .......... 133
VII. Liquidation of Pfeiffer Farms ..........cccoovviieniiiniecccecece 147
Changes in Agriculture after Pfeiffer’s Death...........cccccoooveiiiinnnnnn 162



